
Updates (SOM21) - [04.22.20 at 13:22] 

Dear Students,  

Hoping everyone is well and settling into this new unusual routine.  It is time for some updates, 
so here we go … 

The Curriculum Committee has voted on Graduation Requirements for your class – see 
attached.  Please keep these in mind going forward as we begin to discuss schedules. 

Last night, Dr. Dittmar shared information regarding scheduling of remote learning electives for 
the May block and you will soon receive a survey.  Some things to consider when selecting 
preferences: 

• A total of FOUR electives is required for graduation; a maximum of 2 remote electives
can be used to meet the total elective requirement

• At least one rotation (this can be an elective or sub-I) must be an Internal Medicine
rotation; if you would like your elective to fulfill this requirement please be sure to note
which remote electives have been designated as “internal medicine”

• An elective during the May block is optional; if you have any questions about this
process or your priorities any OSA deans will be happy to discuss

o If you do not take an elective in May we encourage you to utilize this time to do
something productive (e.g. step study, learning a new skill, volunteer, etc…)

o Students who still need opportunities in fields they are considering applying
should consider a remote elective in that field if possible

OSA will be reaching out to individual students soon regarding scheduling of MSPE meetings 
(during which we can/will also discuss scheduling contingencies). We have already started 
meeting with students in early match fields (e.g. urology, ophthalmology, military). We 
appreciate your patience  with this process.  Please know that we will get to everyone and we 
are committed to working with students to identify schedules that fit your individual needs! 
Also, as your class is the closest to graduation, our working priorities are to ensure that your 
class meets the core requirements; for the CO2022 we are working on various schedule 
permutations that allow you to finish clerkships and key rotations first. Refer to prior email 
regarding things you can be doing now (e.g. CV, personal statement, noteworthy characteristics 
etc…). 
Other scheduling considerations:   

• Each student will have different priorities (e.g. finishing clerkships, taking sub-Is, focus
on step) try not to compare yourself to what someone else is doing – we will work with
each of you

• At least one clinical rotation must be done in the second half of fourth year; and we also
encourage all students to do a boot camp in the spring to ensure readiness for
internship



Several students have asked about the continuation of the Internal Medicine Requirement.  The 
brief history and rationale of this requirement is that the Core Medicine experience is 
considered an essential competency for all students regardless of what specialty they plan to 
enter. Core Medicine was previously a 12-week core clerkship, but in order to allow for more 
elective time in the third year, the decision was made to shorten the clerkship to 8-weeks with 
the understanding that all students would complete another 4-week experience later. Recent 
Discussion at Curriculum Coordinating Council surrounding this requirement was met with 
broad support in favor of continuation from all representatives from each department and 
student groups. It is felt that now more than ever, when physicians of all specialties are being 
called upon to practice medicine outside of the traditional confines of their specialty, this 
foundational requirement should continue. Multiple ways to fulfill this requirement including 
in-person rotations, remote rotations and an internal medicine boot camp are acceptable. In 
addition, we remain dedicated to working with students to ensure that they each meet their 
individualized academic/scheduling priorities and complete graduation requirements.  

Just a reminder to students, since a few have asked … the School of Medicine does not work on 
a credit hour system. Each student pays a minimum of 8 semesters of tuition to receive their 
degree: https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/osa/handbook/School-Policies/Tuition-
Policy/. If you are suffering any financial hardships, in particular related to the current 
pandemic, please reach to OSA and/or Ms. Waters in financial aid. 

Thank you ALL for your flexibility, graciousness and support! 
In turn, please come to us if we can assist in anyway. 
All the best,  

Kerri A. Thom 
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