
Weekly Update (SOM21) – [April 3, 2020 at 17:51] 

Dear Students, 

I hope things are going well with the elective courses this week. I certainty have enjoyed seeing 
some of you for various lectures/activities this week! Here are some updates for you! 

Team OSA is preparing some communication around the MSPEs including a plan for one-one 
meetings with each of you and an OSA dean, as well as some information and steps to help you 
best prepare for those meetings. Please look for more details on these meetings and steps for 
preparation on a separate email coming soon! 

Team OSR is working to schedule delayed shelf exams tentatively for the week of 4/20; 
clerkship directors will be in touch as soon as we know more regarding specific dates times. 

We also wanted to give some preliminary advice around AWAY rotations – since this seems to 
be the most common question we are getting right now.  Unfortunately, we do not have full 
clarity around AWAY rotations right now.  We know that many programs have suspended away 
rotations now.  We also know that we must plan for uncertainty because we cannot predict the 
limitations imposed by the pandemic.  National conversations have included a discussion of 
limiting or eliminating away rotations for this cycle, and if/when there is a decision on that 
nationally we will be sure to share with you ASAP. With that said, here is our current advise 
around AWAY rotations subject to change! 

If you were considering applying for an away rotation/s: 
Consider whether you actually need to do an away and what you hope to gain from the 
experience (Team OSA is happy to walk you through this via email, phone or zoom!) 

If you still wish to do an away rotation: 
Go ahead and apply! 
Consider trying to apply for at least one (if not all) locally/regionally in case travel is an issue 
Hope that rotation does happen, but assume that it will not – and plan for contingencies  

Other FAQs (and our attempt at answering…) 

If I cannot do an away rotation, what should I be doing now to help my application? 
Focus on your elective rotations for now 
Study for your shelf exams 
Consider adding in some study for Step 2 
Keep a focus on personal wellness and connect with others 
Consider filling any extra time with something that you are passionate about (this is unlimited 
by may include volunteering, learning a language, taking an online course, etc…); something 
that you would feel comfortable writing about in a personal statement or discussing in an 
interview (just guessing, but I imagine this question may come up during interview season!) 



  
I really wanted to do an away in a specific location, if I end up not doing an away rotation how 
can I let programs know of my interest? 
Communicate your interest and reasoning (e.g. family in the area) early with programs of 
interest and consider writing regional/site specific personal statements. 
  
If away rotations open up AND Step 2 exam dates become available at the same time, which do 
I prioritize? 
The answer to this is likely individualized and depends on specialty and step 1 scores – in 
addition to any final guidance nationally on away rotations. Again, Team OSA would be happy 
to discuss this on a case-by-case basis when more information is available.  
Many of you have asked about Step 2 exam/dates and we cannot provide additional 
information at this time as Prometric remains closed. 


