
Update on Summer Offerings (SOM23) - [05.20.20 at 12:04]

Dear Students, 

There have been a fair number of questions regarding summer opportunities following the 
email/survey sent yesterday. I wanted to provide some clarity and answers here.  

For a bit of background, the SOM curriculum has the summer ‘off’ between the first and second 
years, with a great deal of flexibility for students to meet personal goals whether academic, 
professional or life-goals.  As there is no formal curriculum, students looking for scholarly activity 
during the summer have participated in both campus and external programs. SOM offerings that are 
extra or co-curricular include programming such as PRISM and the Genomes course. Both are 
competitive programs that are a privilege afforded to students who have applied and met program 
criteria.  Over the years, these two programs have worked together to capitalize on some shared 
objectives and have built in flexibility to allow some students to participate dually while meeting the 
stated objectives of both programs with advanced notice and approval. The ability for a student to 
participate in both programs is a privilege and is not guaranteed. Students who participate in both 
programs are required to fulfill the time commitment to both which may include make up time outside 
of the course/program structure.  

While there is typically a break in the SOM curriculum after the first year, the educational leadership 
listened to student needs and heard a desire to engage in scholarship since many other external 
programs/opportunities have been cancelled under the current pandemic.  As such, we developed 
several new opportunities for students who no longer had a plan for the summer. While it may seem 
that these opportunities have been presented at the last minute, please know that a lot of work has 
gone into making these happen from creation of new material to navigation of new processes and 
policy since there is no formal summer curriculum which existed previously.  All of which was done 
while we are navigating necessary changes to the disrupted curriculum for other year students.  

As we planned for these offerings we considered carefully how best to schedule students. A primary 
goal is to ensure that students who did not have summer plans were afforded an opportunity to 
engage in scholarship since this was the primary request of students. Additionally, we determined it 
is not feasible for students who have already committed to other programs, e.g. PRISM, to engage in 
an elective opportunity offered here. The overlap in time commitment would prevent the expectations 
for participation in either program/course. As stated above, we have historically allowed dual 
participation in PRISM and Genomes; however, this is unique situation that requires special 
accommodations and capitalizes specifically on shared objectives – neither of which is possible for 
the new elective offerings.  

Additionally, we have heard from students asking to withdraw from PRISM in order to participate in a 
new elective. I do not see this as a professional or acceptable solution, as PRISM participants have 
already committed to the program and much work from students, mentors, and program leadership 
has already been done for a program start today.   

One part that was not communicated in the original email has to do with the SOM policy on pre-
clerkship electives. Typically students may only take TWO pre-clerkship electives, which count 
toward the total graduation requirements. Given the unusual circumstances, we will not count this 
toward that maximum, thereby allowing students to participate in this even if they already have (or 
plan to take) two pre-clerkship electives. Students should know, however, that according to policy 



only TWO pre-clerkship electives will count toward the total number of electives required for 
graduation.  
  
For students who are already committed to PRISM, we are willing to consider the possibility of 
allowing this to count for an elective requirement since the FRCT scholarly project requirement has 
been waived for this class – if students forfeit the stipend (you cannot receive funding for a credit). If 
this were something that students felt was important, we again would consider but this would require 
further investigation and approval at Curriculum Coordinating Committee. If you wish to consider this 
option please let PRISM leadership and OSA know of your interest ASAP. 
  
Finally, I do applaud students for wanting to remain active and engaged in scholarship during the 
summer and under these unusual circumstances. We sincerely hope that you find one of these 
opportunities and it is a good fit for you – we are excited to be able to provide what we think will be 
excellent experiences! You should know, however, that whether you participate or not (or which 
program you participate in) you will have many opportunities in the third and fourth years to engage 
in clinical/research electives in person, that there will be ample time for accumulating the required 
graduation credits, and that your chances/prospects for residency match will not be effected.  If there 
are additional questions I would be happy to answer them.   
  
Thank you for reading, 
All the best, 
K 


